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x-wife arrested in NBA player's death 


Sherra Wright, 38, charged with first-degree 
murder in the 2010 slaying of Lorenzen Wright 


Staff and wire reports 


The ex-wife of slain former 
NBA player Lorenzen Wright — 
who has been charged in Wright’s 
2010 slaying — was arrested on a 
fugitive warrant in the Norco area 
on Friday. 

Sherra Wright, 38, was arrested 
during a traffic stop on I-15 near 
Hidden Valley Parkway on the Co- 
rona-Norco border about 8 p.m. 

Memphis police Director Mi- 
chael Rallings said at a Satur- 
day news conference that Sherra 
Wright has been charged with 
first-degree murder, conspiracy 


to commit murder and attempted 
murder. 

When prodded, he later con- 
firmed that the conspiracy charge 
means Sherra Wright had previ- 
ously tried to kill Lorenzen. 

When asked about the at- 
tempted murder charge, Assistant 
Chief Deputy D. Scott Wright said 
Memphis authorities were work- 
ing with California officials. He 
would not elaborate. 

Scott Wright also said that his 
office was working with Califor- 
nia authorities to extradite Sherra 
Wright back to Tennessee. 

The Wrights have Southern 
California connections. 


In 1996, Lo- 
renzen was 
a first-round 
draft pick, sev- 
enth overall, for 
the Clippers. He 
spent three years 
playing for L.A. 

Sherra in a 
May 2017 inter- 
view said the family had always 
loved California — even after Lo- 
renzen left Los Angeles. 

Two years after Lorenzen 
Wright’s death, twin sons La- 
mar and Shamar spent time liv- 
ing with Sherra’s brother, Marcus 
Robinson, in Wildomar in River- 
side County when they were 10. 

The twins then spent two years 
in Memphis, moved to suburban 
Houston and this year then re- 


Sherra Wright 


turned to the Inland region — 
where they play basketball for 
Murrieta Mesa High School, 
which played in a tournament in 
Rancho Cucamonga on Friday. 

In February of this year, Sherra 
was hired to help with adminis- 
trative duties at The Rock church 
in Temecula, where her brother 
had been a youth and children’s 
pastor. 

The 2010 death of the Memphis 
native who played for five teams 
over 13 seasons as a forward and 
center in the NBA has been one of 
the Memphis Police Department’s 
most high-profile unsolved cases. 

The body of Wright, 34, was 
found badly decomposed in 


JEFF ROBERSON — AP FILE PHOTO 

southeast Memphis in July 2010 Lorenzen Wright, shown playing 

— 10 days after he was reported for the Memphis Grizzlies in 2003, 
SLAYING » PAGES was killed in 2010. 


INVESTIGATION: REHAB RIVIERA, PART2 


DETERMINED TO DETOX, 


SO WHY DID THEY DIE? 


Care called into question at some ‘nonmedical’ Southern California rehabs 
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By Teri Sforza » ¢tsforza@scng.com » @terisforza on Twitter 


This is the beginning of your beautiful new life! 

So began a contract for Above It All Treatment Center, a drug 
rehabilitation facility in Lake Arrowhead where, in February, 
Matthew Maniace signed himself in for detox. 

He was a red-headed, freckle-faced sweetheart-turned-tough 
guy. His Facebook page showed both sides; photos of puppies 
licking his face and of his new neck tattoo (part moth, part skull). 

Maniace was also an inveterate drug user, with a preference 
for heroin and alcohol. At 20, he’d been to rehab in at least three 
states. He was hoping the trip to California — to a licensed center 
described by a friend of Maniace’s as the “best rehab in America” 
— would help him seize his elusive prize: long-term sobriety. 


What Maniace might not have known when he signed the ad- 
mission form is that Above It All is what California regulators call 
a “nonmedical” facility, which means it is not overseen by doctors. 

About one-third of California’s 1,800-plus licensed rehabs pro- 
vide nonmedical detox. Many wouldn’t be allowed to open in other 


states because of the grave health dangers posed by withdrawal. 


Dozens of people have died in California addiction treatment 
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COURTESY OF THE MANIACE FAMILY 


THE SERIES 


Earlier this year, the Southern California News Group published Rehab Riviera, a three-part investigation about fraud, bad medicine 
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Since 2013, at least three clients have died at Above It All Treatment 
Center: Matthew Maniace, 20; Terri Darling, 52; and James Dugas, 25. 


and the victims in the region’s booming drug and alcohol recovery industry. Since then, we have looked deeper, finding problems in 


two specific areas of the rehab business. Here’s what we'll bring you over the next two days: 


TODAY | Death in Detox: Hundreds of rehab centers in California 
offer “nonmedical detox,” meaning people can try to break their drug 
addiction without medical care. It’s a loophole so risky that many 


other states won't allow it. 


MONDAY | Urine Inc.: In California, even someone convicted of 
fraud or drug dealing or medical malpractice can make money in 
rehab, often through the vertical integration of insurance payments 


for urine testing. Our rules are lax, but prosecutors are watching. 


Seeking 
help for 


deported 
soldier 


ACLU petitions for 
naturalization hearing 
for Army veteran who 
was born in Mexico 


By Alejandra Molina 
amolina@scng.com 
@alemolina on Twitter 


A deported U.S. Army vet- 
eran from Los Angeles may get 
another chance to return to the 
United States. 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union is petitioning the U.S. Dis- 
trict Court to hold a naturaliza- 
tion hearing for Hector Bara- 
jas, who was born in Mexico, 
lived in Comp- 
ton and served in 
the Army’s 82nd 
Airborne Divi- 
sion before being 
honorably dis- 
charged. 

Barajas, 40, 
was deported 
in 2010 after he 
spent time in prison for shoot- 
ing at a vehicle. Gov. Jerry 
Brown pardoned him in 2016, 
but Barajas still hasn’t been al- 
lowed to return to the United 
States. 

“T have devoted my life to the 
United States and its veterans. 
All I want is to be home with my 
family and my daughter,” Bara- 
jas said. “The most important 
thing is family.” 

He said coming back to the 
U.S. would allow him to go to 
school and pursue a career. 

“Get a fresh start,” he said. 

The petition against U.S. Cit- 
izenship and Immigration Ser- 
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Barajas 


Volunteers go to cemetery 
to honor those who served 
Christmas wreaths were placed 
on the gravesites of veterans at 


Riverside National Cemetery on 
Saturday. NEWS 3 


Officials expect busy end 
of year at Ontario airport 
Ontario International Airport 
officials are expecting 5 percent 


more passengers at year’s end 
than came last year. LOCAL 1 


2 Riverside 


Temecula: Desert: Mountains: 
68/40 68/56 43/31 
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